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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 7479 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, EG, XF 

SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH HEAD OF EGYPTIAN RELATIONS 
OFFICE IN DAMASCUS 

1 . NEWLY ARRIVED HEAD OF EGYPTIAN RELATIONS OFFICE IN 
DAMASCUS, AMIN YOUSRI, CALLED ON CHARGE NOVEMBER 1. HE 
SAID HIS ASSIGNMENT TO DAMASCUS HAD COME AS SUR- 
PRISE. FONMIN FAHMY HAD CABLED MINISTRY FROM RIYADH 
ORDERING HIM TO DAMASCUS IMMEDIATELY. HE ARRIVED TWENTY- 
FOUR HOURS LATER WITH HASTILY PACKED SUITCASES, LEAVING 
FAMILY IN CAIRO. HE WAS MET BY SYRIAN PROTOCOL OFFICIAL 
AND SPENT FIRST THREE DAYS IN HOTEL. HAS NOW MOVED TO 
EGYPTIAN RESIDENCE ("IN A FRIGHTFUL STATE”) AND IS USING 

A SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY VEHICLE WHICH HAS BEEN PLACED 
AT HIS DISPOSAL. 

2. YOUSRI'S PRIME PREOCCUPATION IS TO REOPEN 

EGYPTIAN OFFICE WHICH WAS COMPLETELY DESTROYED LAST JUNE. 
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INITIALLY, HE SAID. SYRIAN OFFICIALS WERE NONCOMMITTAL 
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REGARDING PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION BUT ON DAY FOLLOWING 
ASAD'S RETURN FROM CAIRO, HE WAS TOLD POSITIVELY THAT 
SARG WOULD RESTORE OFFICE. SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS WITH MFA 
OFFICIALS HAVE PRODUCED EXPRESSIONS OF GOODWILL BUT NO 
PRACTICAL RESULTS, AND YOUSRI FEARS PROCESS WILL TAKE 
SOME TIME. HE IS CLAIMING ONE MILLION SYRIAN POUNDS 
(DOLS 256,410) IN DAMAGES. 

3. COMPOUNDING HIS PROBLEMS, YOUSRI SAID, WAS LACK 

OF STAFF AND ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO REOPEN 
OFFICE. TWO CLERKS HAD BEEN SENT ALONG WITH HIM BUT 
NO OTHER DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL. IN ADDITION, OFFICE 
COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT HAD BEEN DESTROYED IN JUNE 
AND HE HAD NO WAY OF COMMUNICATING WITH CAIRO, ESPECIALLY 
SINCE THERE WAS NO DIRECT TELEPHONE LINK. HE HAD TRAVELED 
TO AMMAN ONCE TO SEND MESSAGES, BUT FOR ALL PRACTICAL 
PURPOSES HE WAS CUT OFF FROM HIS MINISTRY. HE SAID HE 
HAD NOT KNOWN OF ARAB LEAGUE REP AL-KHOLI'S ARRIVAL IN 
DAMASCUS OCTOBER 31 UNTIL HE WAS CALLED FROM AIRPORT 
AFTER PLANE HAD LANDED. HE HAD NO INFORMATION TO OFFER 
REGARDING POSSIBLE VISITS OF GENERAL GEMASSI OR OTHER 
EGYPTIAN FIGURES IN FUTURE. 

4. ON SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS, YOUSRI WAS PESSIMISTIC. 

HE NOTED THAT VISIT OF SYRIAN GENERALS TLAS AND JAMIL 
TO BHAMDOUN OCT. 30 HAD BEEN PORTRAYED BY SYRIAN MEDIA 
AS A VISIT TO FRONT LINES WITH THE ENEMY. THIS IN HIS 
MIND RAISED DOUBTS AS TO SYRIA'S REAL INTENTIONS. HE ALSO 
MENTIONED SHORTFALL IN PLEDGES OF FINANCING FOR ARAB 
DETERRENT FORCE AND ATTITUDE OF CHAMOUN AS OBSTACLES TO 
ACHIEVING REAL CEASEFIRE IN LEBANON. 

5. BIOGRAPHIC. YOUSRI IS ABOUT 5'4" AND IN EARLY 
FORTIES. HE ENTERED EGYPTIAN FOREIGN SERVICE ABOUT 
1962 AND HAS SERVED IN IRAQ AND PARIS. FOR PAST YEAR AND 
HALF, HE HAS BEEN LECTURER ON ARAB AFFAIRS IN EGYPTIAN 
FONMIN EQUIVALENT OF FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE. HE 
CONSIDERS HIMSELF SOMETHING OF AN EXPERT ON ARAB AFFAIRS 
BUT DRAWS CLEAR DISTINCTION BETWEEN EGYPTIANS AND EASTERN 
ARABS. 
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